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Cbe  Society  for  the  Relief 

of  the 

Destitute  Blind 

of  the 

City  of  New  York  and  Its  Vicinity 
NINETIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


HOME:  2641  GRAND  CONCOURSE 
AT  EAST  193rd  STREET 
NEW  YORK  68,  N.  Y. 

FOUNDED  BY  THE  REV.  EASTBURN  BENJAMIN 


Incorporated  May  1 9,  1 869 


OBJECT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  (quoted  from  Certificate  of 
Incorporation,  filed  May  19th,  1869;  amended  December  6th, 
1950) : “That  the  business  and  object  for  which  said  Society 
is  to  be  formed,  are  to  afford  relief  to  the  Destitute  Blind 
by  providing  a home  for  them  and  as  far  as  it  can,  procur- 
ing work  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  . . 

For  90  years  the  Society  has  been  immeasurably  aided 
through  bequests  in  its  work  of  helping  the  needy  and 
friendless  blind.  No  bequest  or  gift  can  be  too  small. 


I FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 

; THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE 

BLIND  OF 

THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS 

VICINITY” 

\ the  sum  of __  _ 

for  use  of  said  Society. 

FORE  W O R D 

This  Annual  Report  marks  the  end  of  ninety  years  of  con- 
tinuous service  to  the  needy  blind  people  of  our  city.  As  we 
begin  our  Home’s  tenth  decade — the  ten  years  that  will  lead, 
in  1969,  to  the  end  of  its  first  century  of  operation — it  seems 
fitting  that  we  tell  our  friends  something  of  the  people  they 
have  helped  so  generously. 

Although  we  know  words  cannot  convey  what  lifetime  care 
and  protection  have  meant  to  the  many  hundreds  of  blind  men 
and  women  who  have  found  refuge  in  our  Home,  we  hope  our 
friends,  as  they  read  the  pages  that  follow,  will  sense  something 
of  the  vast  good  brought  into  these  darkened  lives  over  the  years. 

We  look  back  on  the  past  ninety  years  with  a keen  awareness 
that  none  of  this  urgently  needed  service  would  have  been  pos- 
sible without  the  loyal  support  of  generations  of  public-spirited 
men  and  women  who  have  remembered  our  blind  people  through 
their  gifts  and  bequests.  As  we  look  to  the  years  ahead  we 
place  our  trust  in  their  continued  help  in  fulfilling  the  unselfish 
aim  of  the  founders  of  our  Home. 


HENRY  PARISH  2ND 
President 


Companionship  and  lifetime  protection 


Our  Home's  Ninetieth  Year 


This  is  the  ninetieth  annual  report  we  have  made  to  the 
friends  who  make  possible  the  operation  of  our  Home  for  needy 
blind  people. 

In  later  pages  we  are  bringing  you  life  sketches  of  some  of 
the  blind  people  you  have  helped.  First,  however,  it  is  our 
purpose  to  discuss  life  at  the  Home  during  the  fiscal  period  which 
ended  on  September  30,  1958.  We  hope  it  will  show  how  we  are 
endeavoring  to  discharge  the  trust  our  friends  place  in  us  and 
to  fulfill  the  aims  of  those  who  founded  our  Society  in  1869. 

There  were  eighty-one  blind  men  and  women  in  the  Home 
at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  period.  Three  new  residents  were  admit- 
ted and  there  were  three  deaths  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

One  blind  woman  resident  left  the  Home  to  marry  a long- 
time friend,  also  blind;  they  have  now  established  a home  of  their 
own.  (This  is  one  of  the  rare  instances  of  the  withdrawal  of 
a resident  during  his  or  her  lifetime.) 

Due  to  their  long  residence  with  us,  there  was  a further 
slight  increase  in  the  average  age  of  our  residents,  which  is  now 
more  than  seventy-five  years.  Blind  people  of  such  advanced 
years  require  special  and  more  individual  care. 

It  has  always  been  the  goal  of  the  Society  to  provide  for  its 
blind  people  a genuinely  homelike  atmosphere,  to  avoid  regi- 
mentation as  nearly  as  possible,  to  foster  individual  tastes,  rec- 
reation, and  hobbies,  and  to  fulfill  the  differing  needs  of  the 
blind  people  entrusted  to  its  Home. 
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Occupational  therapy  gives  play  to  individual  hobbies.  Above:  needlework  (by  a 
former  tailor),  ceramics,  and  leather  goods 


The  two  factors  mentioned  in  the  two  preceding  paragraphs 
— the  advanced  age  of  our  present  family  of  blind  people  and 
our  stress  on  the  individual — influence  the  pattern  of  life  at  the 
Home  more  than  any  others. 

Food  and  Living  Quarters : As  always,  meals  served  at  the 
Home  were  of  a high  quality,  with  fresh  fruit,  vegetables,  and 
the  better  cuts  of  meat  provided  daily.  Carefully  supervised 
special  diets  are  available  for  all  who  require  them.  The  com- 
fortably equipped  bedrooms  are  kept  immaculately  clean.  (A 
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great  deal  of  new  bedroom  furniture  was  installed  during  the 
i year.)  Each  blind  resident  occupies  either  a single  or  double 
bedroom.  In  the  latter,  room  mates  are  assigned  on  the  basis 
: of  common  interests  and  congeniality. 

Health  Care:  The  health  of  our  residents  was  safeguarded 
by  regular  physical  check-ups  and  medical  care.  The  Home’s 
infirmary  is  staffed  by  an  attending  physician,  of  the  Columbia 
Presbyterian  Medical  Center  staff,  and  four  registered  and  four 
practical  nurses.  Outside  medical  consultation  and  hospitaliza- 
tion are  provided  by  the  Society  as  prescribed  by  the  attending 
physician.  Ophthalmological,  dental,  and  podiatric  services  are 
II  also  available. 


Two  of  our  residents  find  relaxation  in  rug  making 


A bedroom  in  the  Home.  (Although  without  sight,  the  occupant  can  distinguish  light 
and  darkness ; hence  the  lamp,  which  she  finds  a source  of  pleasure) 


Religious  Observance : Beside  weekly  chapel  services,  out- 
side worship  in  their  various  faiths  (since  our  residents  include 
members  of  all  the  major  religions)  is  available  through  the 
cooperation  of  neighboring  churches  and  synagogues.  Basic 
rites  for  the  infirm  and  ill  are  performed  at  the  Home  by  visit- 
ing churchmen. 

Occupational  Therapy : With  our  residents’  increasing  age, 
our  workshop,  operated  solely  for  its  morale-building  value,  has 
more  and  more  evolved  into  a program  suitable  to  older  people. 
Personal  hobbies  are  encouraged  and  interest  in  constructive 


6 


light  work  is  fostered.  Our  blind  people  engage  in  needlework, 
mattress  renovation,  caning  chairs,  rush-weaving,  knitting,  rug 
making,  pottery  modeling,  basket  weaving,  and  leather  work. 
They  look  forward  eagerly  to  our  semi-annual  sales. 


Social  Life  and  Recreation : Our  residents’  keen  interest  in 
social  activities  and  recreation,  in  spite  of  their  advanced  years, 
reflects,  we  believe,  their  feeling  of  security  and  contentment. 
Impromptu  dances  and  gatherings  are  frequent.  They  spend 
a great  deal  of  time  with  their  individual  radios,  “talking-books,” 
visits  with  personal  friends,  strolls  in  the  spacious  garden.  In 
addition,  friends  from  the  outside  provide  a wide  range  of  group 
and  individual  entertainment,  as  described  in  our  Card  of  Thanks 
on  the  inside  back  cover  of  this  report.  Summer  vacations  are 
provided  for  all  who  wish  them. 


A gathering  in  the  Home's  recreation  room 


Here  Are  Some  of  Those  You  Helped 

“In  Thy  light  shall  we  see  light  . . .’’(Psalms  36:9) 

The  darkened  lives  we  are  sketching  below  were  brightened 
by  a symbolic  “light”  that  shone  from  the  impulses  that  moved 
our  friends  to  provide  the  care  and  protection  these  blind  people 
so  sorely  needed. 

In  looking  into  the  personal  lives  of  a few  of  the  blind  people 
you  helped,  we  might  have  chosen  at  random.  Instead,  it  has 
seemed  more  fitting  to  accept  a selection  beyond  our  power  to 
influence. 

We  bring  you,  then,  brief  histories  (with  real  names  omitted) 
of  the  three  blind  residents  who  died  during  the  year.  The  bene- 
fits they  enjoyed  at  the  Home  can  more  nearly  be  measured 
because  the  record  of  service  to  them  is  now  closed.  But  their 
lives — their  problems,  their  needs — are  typical  of  those  who  are 
still  with  us. 

^ ^ ^ 

David  M.  came  to  us  in  1944  and  died  on  his  89th  birthday, 
in  1958,  after  fourteen  years  in  the  Home.  He  was  born  in  upper 
New  York  State,  where  he  was  blinded  at  the  age  of  nine  by 
an  arrow  shot  by  a playmate. 

After  attending  a school  for  the  blind,  where  he  studied  music 
and  learned  to  read  Braille,  David  for  many  years  was  a profes- 
sional musician.  Later,  he  operated  a news-stand.  At  the  age 
of  seventy-four,  no  longer  able  to  work  and  with  no  relatives  to 
support  and  care  for  him,  he  applied  for  admission  to  our  Home. 

For  fourteen  years  he  led  a contented  life  with  us.  He  spent 
many  hours  at  the  piano  and  enjoyed  reading  our  collection  of 
literature  in  Braille  and  listening  to  the  radio  and  “talking- 
books.”  He  was  unusually  active  mentally  and  was  well- 
informed  on  current  affairs. 

David’s  innate  thoughtfulness  and  gentleness  are  affection- 
ately remembered  at  the  Home. 

* * * 
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Patrick  G.,  born  in  India  of  Irish  parents  in  1873,  died  at  the 
Home  in  1958  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  after  twenty-four  years 
with  us. 

Patrick  was  brought  to  Ireland  as  a young  boy,  where  he 
later  attended  the  Royal  University.  He  came  to  America  when 
he  was  twenty-one. 

In  1934,  having  lost  his  sight  in  an  accident  and  without 
money  or  close  relatives,  Patrick  entered  our  Home.  Here  he 
led  an  interested,  active  life  for  twenty-four  years.  Like  most 
of  our  residents,  he  enjoyed  his  radio  and  liked  to  listen  to 
“talking-books.”  In  occupational  therapy,  he  spent  a great  deal 
of  time  caning  chairs. 

Patrick  was  known  as  “The  Colonel.”  Beside  being  well 
educated  and  an  interesting  conversationalist,  he  was  a distin- 
guished-looking man. 

As  he  had  requested,  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Home 
and  he  was  buried  in  our  private  plot  in  a suburban  cemetery. 

* * * 

Ralph  B.,  born  in  a neighboring  state  in  1885,  spent  twenty- 
two  years  in  our  Home  prior  to  his  death  in  1958  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years. 

For  many  years  he  worked  as  a machinist  and  as  a merchant 
seaman.  An  eye  disease  resulted  in  blindness  at  the  age  of 
fifty-one.  His  unmarried  sisters,  in  poor  health  and  unable  to 
support  a blind  brother,  asked  that  he  be  admitted  to  the  Home. 

We  like  to  remember  that  his  twenty-two  years  with  us  were 
free  from  worry.  He  studied  Braille  and  in  occupational  therapy 
devoted  himself  to  mattress  renovation.  He  was  fond  of  dancing 
and  never  missed  a social  gathering.  His  mischievous  sense  of 
humor  and  love  of  fun  are  still  recalled.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in 
his  home  state. 

We  hope  our  friends  will  find  satisfaction  in  the  help  they 
gave  these  three.  And  that  their  stories  will  bring  a realization 
of  what  such  lifetime  protection  means  to  the  dependent  blind 
men  and  women  who  now  are  living  in  our  Home. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957-1958 


President 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

O'Donnell  Iselin 

V ice-P  residents 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

T reasurer 

Assistant  Treasurer  Secretary 

John  Brooks 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

O'Donnell  Iselin 

Finance  Committee 

John  Brooks  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 

Audi  ting  Committee 

L r 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 


Lawrason  Riggs 

Laiv  Committee 

Charles  S.  McVbigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

Executive  Committee 

John  Brooks,  Chairman 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr.  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 
John  C.  Orr,  Jr.  The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Attorneys 

Benedict  and  Hurry 
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T rustees 


Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 

John  Brooks 

Stephen  C.  Clark 

George  Crawford 

Winthrop  S.  Emmet 

O’Donnell  Iselin 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Lawrason  Riggs 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 


20  Broad  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

....100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
.149  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
...  7 East  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

43  Broad  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

.—40  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

60  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

...42  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 
74  Trinity  Place,  N.  Y.  City 
25  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
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PAST  OFFICERS 

Presidents 

Rev.  Eastburn  Benjamin 1868-1874 

Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts 1874-1884 

Charles  H.  Leland 1884-1890 

Edwin  S.  Coles 1890-1896 

Hon.  Henry  E.  Howland  1896-1913 

William  Foulke 1913-1920 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1920-1944 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1945-1950 

George  Crawford 1950-1953 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1 953- 

V ice-Presidents 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  McVickar... 1871-1873 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  B.  Wyatt 1871-1872 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  E.  Swope 1872-1873 

D.  Lydig  Suydam 1873-1878 

G.  W.  T.  Lord 1873-1874 

1878-1881 

N.  P.  Hosack 1874-1878 

Townsend  Cox 1878-1883 

F.  H.  Weeks ., 1881-1886 

B.  F.  Corlies 1883-1886 

W.  W.  Culver 1886-1892 

E.  S.  Coles 1889-1891 

J.  McCarter 1891-1893 

H.  Manuel 1892-1894 

Hon.  H.  E.  Howland 1893-1896 

Lyman  Rhoades 1894-1907 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  F.  Roe 1896-1913 

Archibald  D.  Russell 1907-1913 

Frederic  deP.  Foster 1903-1929 

Howland  Pell 1913-1928 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1929-1944 

Edmund  P.  Rogers 1928-1948 

Lucius  Wilmerding 1945-j 040 

O’Donnell  Iselin 1948-1950 

1956- 

W a 1. ter  N.  Stillman . 1949-1956 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1950-1953 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1953- 
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Secretaries 


Edwin  S.  Coles .. . 1871-1891 

James  McCarter 1891-1893 

Henry  J.  Cammann 1893-1903 

C.  A.  Sc 1 1 erm er horn 1903-1914 

Charles  C.  Bull 1914-1924 

Lawrason  Riggs 1924-1950 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1950-1953 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 1953- 

Treasurers 

Horace  Manuel 1871-1896 

Henry  C.  Swords 1896-1914 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1914-1917 

1919- 1920 

Frederic  F.  de  Rham 1917-1919 

1920- 1931 
1935-1938 

H.  Pendleton  Rogers 1931-1935 

John  Brooks 1938- 

A ssistan  t T reasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 1955- 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Fiscal  Year  October  1,  1957 — September  30,  1958 

Income  From  All  Sources  : 

Investments  $158,367.31 

Remittances  from  Trusts  Not  Administered  by  Society 36,375.50 

Contributions  38,339.32 

Workshop  2,586.98 

$235,669.11 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Home  Management,  Housekeeping,  Operation  of  Building  ...  $ 42,515.13 

Provisions,  Including  Preparation  and  Service . 47,138.69 

Fuel,  Gas,  Electricity 13,415.31 

House  Supplies  3 930.22 

Physician  and  Nurses . 28,343.74 

Medical  Supplies  and  Outside  Hospital  Service 3,429.65 

Workshop  6,887.14 

Building  Maintenance  and  Repairs 37,918.83 

Fiduciary,  Legal,  and  Auditing  Fees 4,227.50 

Insurance  3 132.60 

Pensions  and  Payments  to  Cooperating  Agencies 9,490.00 

Social  Security  2,569.53 

Hospitalization  Insurance  1,307.70 

Public  Relations  17,741.67 

Office  and  House  Furniture 10,998.71 

Various  4009.89 


$237,056.31 

Excess  of  Operating  Expenses  Over  Income $ 1,387.20 


Should  you  wish  more  information  about  the  Society’s  financial 
statement,  please  write  Mr.  John  Brooks,  Treasurer, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  15,  N.  Y. 
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MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  HOME 


Miss  Lillian  T.  MacKinnon 

Mrs.  Helena  McVey 

Miss  E.  Julia  McGauley 

Patrick  Morris  


.... Director  (FOrdham  7-2085) 

Workshop  Supervisor 

- Nurse  in  Charge 

Supt.  of  Building  and  Grounds 


i 


A t tending  Physicia n 

Herbert  B.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  Attending  Physician  is  on  the  staff  of  Columbia  Presby- 
terian Medical  Center  and  whenever  necessary  calls  upon  special- 
ists from  the  Medical  Center  staff  for  consultation. 


It 


Visitor 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Horace  W.  B.  Donegan,  D.D.,  S.T.D. 
The  Bishop  of  New  York 


Chaplains 

Rev.  Harry  R.  Coleman 
Rev.  Lawrence  B.  Larsen 
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NEW  BEQUESTS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1958 


Estate  of  Abraham  M.  Brown 

Estate  of  Zillah  Jacobs 

Estate  of  Lena  Mutter 

Estate  of  Rita  Rycroft 

Estate  of  Katherine  M.  Bank 

Estate  of  Susie  M ana 

Estate  of  Hattie  Patterson.  .. 

Estate  of  Albert  E.  Gans 

Estate  of  Martha  Jane  McClatchey. 

Estate  of  Sophie  H.  Lee 

Estate  of  Mary  L.  Mackenzie 
Estate  of  Harry  Wright 


$ 100.00 

12.500.00 
200.00 

2,500.00 

6,357.35 

1,000.00 

139.23 

10.120.00 
82.05 

373.94 

17,000.00 

749.04 

$51,121.61 


Have  you  thought  of  remembering  our  Society  in  your  will? 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY” 

the  sum  of Dollars 

for  use  of  said  Society. 
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A CARD  OF  THANKS 


In  addition  to  the  friends  who  contribute  financially  to  the 
support  of  our  Home,  we  wish  to  thank  the  many  who  con- 
tribute in  other  ways  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  our  blind 
men  and  women. 

Our  deep  appreciation  is  conveyed  to  the  printing  firm  which 
this  year,  and  for  many  years,  has  contributed  our  Annual 
Report  without  cost. 

We  are  genuinely  grateful  to  the  social  agencies,  religious 
congregations,  organizations,  groups  of  high  school  students, 
and  individual  friends  who  devote  themselves  in  so  many  ways 
to  making  life  happier  for  our  blind  residents. 

An  idea  of  what  their  help  means  may  be  gained  from  a 
mention  of  facilities  they  provide  and  services  they  render: 
reading-matter,  periodicals,  instruction  in  Braille;  “talking- 
book”  recordings;  assignment  of  guides,  shoppers,  and  trans- 
portation to  places  of  worship  and  elsewhere,  and  individual 
services  in  these  fields;  musical  and  other  entertainment;  enter- 
tainment in  private  homes;  numerous  treats  of  refreshments; 
birthday  and  holiday  remembrances. 

To  the  friends  who  make  these  benefits  possible  and  to  all 
who  contribute  in  any  way  to  the  comfort  and  contentment  of 
our  blind  people  we  extend  our  most  sincere  thanks. 


Visitors  to  the  Home  are  always  welcome. 


